
BY JOHN KERNAGHAN

WATERLOO ✦ Jim Balsillie provided
$50 million yesterday for the study of
international affairs, but gave up 
nothing about his bid to bring a Nation-
al Hockey League team to Hamilton.

The Research in Motion billionaire
warmly greeted a Hamilton Spectator
reporter.

But before the NHL question could
even be asked, he cautioned in a ban-
tering tone: “Don't even say it. You’ll
upset the apple cart. Don’t want to 
upset the apple cart.”

So we didn’t get to ask if that was the
cart of road apples NHL Commission-
er Gary Bettman has been selling, or
the barrel of forbidden fruit that an
NHL team has been to Hamilton.

Bettman has been quite aggressively
playing down Balsillie’s interest in
moving the Nashville Predators.

And while the agreement for the RIM
co-CEO to purchase the team has tem-
porarily gone on a back burner, the deal
is definitely still in play.

Balsillie stonewalled a series of
hockey-related questions, his grin
widening and his amusement growing

as the hockey queries piled up.
“No comment,” was as good as it got.
But Premier Dalton McGuinty, on

hand to announce Ontario’s part in The
Balsillie School of International 
Affairs, offered a quip in his prepared
remarks.

“Nobody has asked me my opinion
about where we ought to relocate an
NHL franchise.”

“But it seems to me that if we were to
do so, it ought to be in a country that
begins with the letter ‘C’ and a
province that begins with the letter
‘O,’” McGuinty said.

However, he had no comment later
when asked if he was helping Balsillie
with his plan to bring another NHL
team to southern Ontario.

The ambitious plans for the $100-
million Balsillie School were unveiled
at the Centre for International Gover-
nance Innovation by McGuinty, Balsil-
lie and the presidents of the University
of Waterloo and Wilfrid Laurier 
University.
jkernaghan@thespec.com
905-526-3422

BY DANA BORCEA

Children living in Hamilton’s poorest neigh-
bourhood are getting a $1-million boost
through an anonymous gift. 

The money — donated by a Hamilton couple
who want to stay out of the spotlight — is going
to the Beasley Community Centre for early
childhood programming. 

The pair, described at yesterday’s funding
announcement as local retired educators, 
approached the Hamilton Community Foun-
dation after reading a Hamilton Spectator 
article last year about the loss of more than
1,400 planned child-care spaces with the 

federal government’s cancellation of a nation-
al child care plan. They wanted to see the 
money go to early childhood development and
found there was no greater need in the city
than Beasley, which has no swimming pool,
public library or recreation centre. 

The neighbourhood’s tiny, one-room 
community centre is already home to a twice-
a-week drop-in parenting program. 

The $1-million funding will help expand the
centre’s programming to include:

❚ A clinic to screen for speech, hearing, 
vision, dental and other childhood develop-
ment issues.

❚ A nutrition program where residents will

learn to make nutritious and affordable meals.
❚ Extended hours of operation which now 

include two full weekdays and Saturday and
Sunday mornings.

❚ A program to help ready children for
kindergarten and improve their literacy, 
numeracy and social skills.

Hamilton Community Foundation president
Carolyn Milne said the money should support
programming and outreach for the next three
years.
dborcea@thespec.com
905-526-3214

BY BARBARA BROWN

A woman who accused a Niagara traf-
fic cop of coercing her into performing
oral sex ran crying and screaming from
court after a Hamilton judge found the
officer not guilty of sexual assault.

Flanked by her mother and a victim-
witness counsellor, the woman, 23,
shouted at Constable Michael Moore
as she fled, pursued by court security.

“You ... rapist. I hate you, you piece
of ... ,” she yelled.

Moore, 40, accompanied by his wife
and other family members, was con-
victed on a second count of breach of
trust by a public officer.

“At some point, the accused put his
sexual gratification ahead of his duty as
a police officer,” said Superior Court
Justice Thomas Lofchik, who had left
the courtroom just before the outburst.

In giving reasons for his decision,
Lofchik said he questioned the credi-
bility of the woman in several areas of
her testimony. For example, he was not
satisfied that Moore had extorted sex
from her or had said: “What can you do
for the Niagara Regional Police for me
to let you go?”

Lofchik said there was no evidence
the woman protested or demonstrated
an unwillingness to participate in the
sex act. He said the power imbalance
between a police officer and civilian
was not, in and of itself, enough to 
invalidate the woman’s consent.

When Moore expressed concern that
the woman’s friend, who was seated in
her truck, might see them, the woman
told him: “Don’t worry about it, she’s
not going to say anything.”

Special prosecutor Ian Scott said he
was “disappointed” and would appeal
the decision.

Moore was suspended with pay
shortly after the Aug. 6, 2004, inci-
dent when he pulled over the women,
in the pickup truck, at 2 a.m. on Mon-
trose Road in Niagara Falls. He testified
the driver, who had a G-2, or novice,
licence, became upset when she failed
a roadside breathalyser test and plead-
ed with him not to suspend her licence.

Moore was remanded out of custody
on bail until his sentencing July 27.

He also faces disciplinary charges
under the Police Services Act. A hear-
ing begins calling evidence Aug. 7.
bbrown@thespec.com
905-526-3494
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Early childhood development is beneficiary of anonymous gift 

Balsillie won t upset (NHL) apple cart
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From left, Ohgohgoh, Bayan Alsakaff and Yunus Nesibu have some fun after politicians and community leaders cleared the tiny room.
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BY DANA BORCEA

Talha Siedique sat patiently yesterday
morning waiting for the politicians,
community leaders and other grown-
up types to clear the cramped room. 

With legs dangling over his chair, feet
swinging in the air, the two-and-a-
half year old passed the time with a
picture book on his lap, unaware that
all the commotion in the room was over
him and other kids like him from
Hamilton’s Beasley neighbourhood. 

He just showed up — as he does every
Monday — for a drop-in program he’s
come to love.

Around 100 people piled into the
one-room Beasley Community Cen-
tre, tucked into the foot of Elgin Street
in the heart of Hamilton’s poorest 
inner-city neighbourhood, to hear
about a $1-million donation by an
anonymous couple. 

The donation, announced by Carolyn
Milne, CEO of the Hamilton Commu-
nity Foundation, will help boost an 
existing parent-child drop-in program
run out of the centre. New services will
include early literacy services, nutrition
and health care, and referrals to other
community resources. 

For Talha’s mother Syeda, recently
arrived from Bangladesh, the program
provides more than just playtime for
her son. 

The 27-year-old mother of two says
she started coming to the centre to
make sure her son was interacting with
different children and being stimulat-
ed with educational toys and books.
The centre also provides Syeda with a
chance to socialize with parents from
different cultures in the neighbour-
hood. 

Paul Johnson, executive director of

Wesley Urban Ministries which over-
sees the Early Years Centre, said the
early childhood program provides a
helpful meeting place for neighbour-
hood parents as well, many of whom
suffer painful isolation due to cultural
and language barriers. He hopes to see
the work done inside the centre’s four
walls “spill out into the neighbour-
hood.”

While he hopes to stretch the new
money over three years, he acknowl-
edges much more investment is need-
ed to help lift the area out of poverty. 

Johnson added the new early-child-
hood services were being scheduled
around existing programming at the
centre and that he would eventually
like to see a dedicated space for an 
early-learning centre in Beasley. 

“Right now, we set our stuff up and
have to put it all away when we’re
done.” He also said a new recreation
centre would go a long way toward
serving Beasley’s significant needs. 

“The people who need it most have
the greatest distance to travel for 
recreation programming and early
learning.” 
dborcea@thespec.com
905-526-3214

Beasley neighbourhood at a glance:
❚ Spans 42 inner-city blocks, between James and Wellington Street North and from
Main Street north to the railway tracks 
❚ More than 5,000 residents from 41 countries 
❚ The poorest neighbourhood in Hamilton with a poverty rate two-and-a-half times
greater than the city average
❚ The 15th poorest neighbourhood in all of Canada
❚ 45 per cent unemployment rate
❚ Average household income is less than half the Hamilton average 
❚ 56 per cent of all Beasley residents and 66 per cent of single parent-families in
Beasley are living below the poverty line

A meeting place
Centre allows people from different cultures to socialize 
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The Beasley centre will include a clinic to screen for childhood develop-
ment issues, a nutrition program and will help kids improve literacy skills.
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Carolyn Milne of Hamilton Community
Foundation made the announcement. 
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