
WR6 THE HAMILTON SPECTATOR
SATURDAY, MAY 3, 2008

C M Y

Re: ‘Oil revenues are lining
some pockets’ (April 30)

Petro-Canada reports profits
in excess of $1 billion in its first
quarter.

Meanwhile, the company
has locked out 258 women and
men, all members of CEP 
Local 175, at Petro-Canada’s
Montreal refinery.

This is disgusting. A billion-
dollar profit with managers
running a refinery. Petro-
Canada is too poor and hard-
done by to enter into a work-
place contract with employ-
ees, whom it has locked out?

It’s time to send a message to
Petro-Canada, before the
company claims there is a
gasoline shortage because of
the “labour dispute,” and raise
gas prices even higher.
— Gary Ellis, Hamilton

Letters@thespec.com

Re: Caledonia blockade

As I read the letters to the editor about the land
dispute in Caledonia, it is comforting to realize
there are others who share my point of view.

Some truths to consider:
1. If indigenous peoples everywhere laid claim to

lands they once owned, the entire world map
would need to be reconfigured.

2. During the days of colonial discovery, expan-
sionism and exploitation, many injustices oc-
curred. As a compassionate, socially progressive
nation, Canada has recognized its failures and has
attempted to offer fair compensation. Native peo-
ples across the globe would welcome a similar
recognition in their countries.

3. In Canada, peaceful protest and dissent are
legal; tearing down hydro towers and blockading
roads are illegal. To suggest a double standard of
law enforcement is not being applied in Caledonia
is an insult to law-abiding citizens.

4. If natives made a land claim or blockaded a
road in the Forest Hill neighbourhood of Toronto,
disrupting people’s daily lives and intimidating
citizens, it would likely be resolved the next day.

5. As law-abiding citizens, residents of Caledo-
nia have every right to withhold both their federal
and provincial taxes until their rights are upheld.

6. The millions of dollars given to develop and
support native communities should be calculated
with interest in any land claim compensation.

7. As the natives now in Caledonia defeated the
Neutrals who originally populated Southern On-
tario, do the current occupiers owe just compen-
sation to their predecessors?

8. As cost of living soars, food and gasoline
prices rise and taxes become a greater burden, the
patience of Canadian citizens will be severely
tested.

For how long are we to be expected to compen-
sate for mistakes buried in the realities of history?

For how long do native peoples expect to live in
the 21st century burdened by their past?

For how long must the social injustice in Cale-
donia continue?

For how long is our government’s response and
just treatment of all its citizens going to be para-
lyzed by the tragic death of a native protester on
the sand of Ipperwash many years ago?
— David Borsellino, Hamilton

If you’ve ever tried to move a large boulder out of the dirt or a stump
out of the ground, you know there’s that encouraging moment when
you feel it shift, ever so slightly. It doesn’t mean the hard work is over,
but it does signal that the struggle just might pay off.

That’s the hopeful feeling that a wide cross-section of Hamilton-
ians should have after Statistics Canada reported that there are about
6,000 fewer people living in poverty in Hamilton than in 2001.

It’s not enough to signal victory in Hamilton’s radically rethought
anti-poverty efforts, but it is certainly a glimmer of success.

Some mild caution needs to be applied to the Statistics Canada
numbers, because the methodology for arriving at them has changed.
But some analysts were expecting the numbers to rise because of the
changes, so it is encouraging to see movement in the right direction.

No matter how you quantify and qualify, the numbers are good
news, and send a strong message that Hamilton’s anti-poverty efforts
— which cross myriad sectors and communities — should stay the
course. Hamilton now has a tested template in place for community
collaboration, one so bold it prompts inquiries from other cities. 

The Hamilton Roundtable for Poverty Reduction was convened in
2005 by the City of Hamilton and Hamilton Community Foundation;
it consisted of representatives from communities, agencies, organi-
zations and businesses. By mid-2006 the round table had outlined an
ambitious, full-frontal attack on the root causes of poverty in a
strategic report called Making Hamilton the Best Place to Raise a
Child: A Change Framework for Poverty Reduction. It was frankly vi-
sionary, always long-term, and never a matter of quick fixes. 

What resulted, in its simplest form, was a breaking down of the “si-
los” in which agencies often worked, despite their best intentions, in
isolation from each other. There has been a widespread “buy-in” by
partners and stakeholders, resulting in a true community collabora-
tion to meet poverty head-on with street-level efforts.

This time last year, a report showed close to 30 continuing initiatives
and partnerships. There are now school and community-association
initiatives across Hamilton’s most at-need neighbourhoods, as well as
the From Here to the Bay Initiative, the Port Authority’s partnership
with the United Way to put $300,000 from port industries into their
neighbourhoods. The Jobs Prosperity Collaborative (formerly the
Hamilton Civic Coalition) has refired interest and momentum.  

Yes, there are still almost 90,000 people still living in poverty in
Hamilton. But 6,000 fewer is undeniably significant. We must use
that glimmer of success to keep doing the bold, courageous things. 

This is not (paraphrasing Winston Churchill) the end of the strug-
gle against poverty; not even the beginning of the end. But it just
might be the end of the beginning.
Robert Howard

Other voices
Editorial excerpts from Alberta newspapers after hundreds of ducks
died after landing in toxic ponds near Alberta’s oilsands: 

Edmonton Journal: If success in politics and commerce has a lot to do
with being in the right place at the right time, the timing couldn’t be
worse. (Deputy premier Ron) Stevens is heading a provincial mis-
sion to Washington, D.C., charged with reassuring Americans that
oilsands development in Alberta is clean, sustainable, safe and guilt-
less. That’s a challenging order to begin with, amid campaigns by
those environmentalists who pose exacting questions along with
the rabid, headline-grabbing types determined to brand our north-
ern petroleum products as the “dirtiest on the planet.”

Red Deer Advocate: Albertans learned Wednesday an estimated 500
waterfowl have died in a Syncrude tailings pond near Fort McMur-
ray. 

They succumbed in a toxic soup of arsenic and heavy metals. 
Nice, eh? But that is not the most sickening part of the story. 
The most disturbing part is that the provincial government has

undertaken a $25-million public relations campaign to try to con-
vince the world the oilsands are not an environmental nightmare. 

Good luck with that, government flacks. It sure looks like wasted
money now. 

Calgary Herald: A dead duck with oil oozing from its tiny carcass is as
far from a Disney mascot as the province could ask for; especially
now, when it’s launching a massive public relations campaign to sell
the world on Alberta’s oilsands …

The “tragedy” … could well be the tipping point in the court of
public opinion regarding the province’s environmental record and
its tarnished, dirty-oil image. The only hope Alberta has of turning
it around is by doing what it says it’s doing — getting serious about
being environmental leaders.

That means increasing its enforcement of existing rules and
toughening up the rules whenever possible. It needs to move more
aggressively in the widespread implementation of greener tech-
nologies that will lead to meaningful reduction of carbon dioxide
emissions in the oilsands process.

Otherwise, the world will see right through the $25-million PR
campaign. 

Lethbridge Herald: As Premier Ed Stelmach suggested this week, Al-
berta is in a David and Goliath battle with a massive, deep-pocket-
ed environmental movement that makes the new three-year, $25-
million Alberta branding campaign look puny by comparison.

What Alberta needs isn’t an ad campaign about how green its in-
dustrial engine is. It needs to demonstrate that it’s finally address-
ing the real environmental and public health challenges associated
with some of the world’s largest industrial developments.

Fairness for natives two-way street

Re: ‘Muslims, don’t shun multi-
culturalism’ (Opinion, May 1)

Many of us may be familiar with
the three Rs — reading, ’riting and
’rithmetic. Permit me to add two
more: Reflection and relationship.
We are falling over ourselves in our
haste to build meaningful rela-
tionships that demonstrate anti-
bias and nonracist behaviour.
Why don’t we all slow down and
take a moment to think about
thinking. This might give com-
mon sense an opportunity to rear
its head and remind us of the pow-

er of reflection.
Our past, present and future

are closely connected. If we 
reflect, we have another 
opportunity to act differently.
Let us allow our reflections to
guide future behaviour. Our next
action should make visible our
competency to create an antibias,
inclusive environment.

I hope evidence makes visible
the integration of all cultures in
the warm embrace of Canadian
society. What a meaningful 
relationship that would be.
— Marija Katic, Stoney Creek

Proper reflection can enhance our relationships

Re: ‘Sheik, Mac’s boss foster 
Islamic studies’ (April 28)

In announcing the Sharjah Chair
in Global Islam at McMaster Uni-
versity, The Spectator reports
that Sheik Sultan Bin Mohammed
Al-Qassimi of Sharjah “believes
in building positive understand-
ing between cultures through ed-
ucation — both at home and
abroad.”

Does this mean there is going to
be a McMaster Chair in Global

Christianity at Sharjah Universi-
ty? It makes perfect sense, given
that McMaster is “a school with
Baptist roots dating back 121
years” and is a current Baptist
seminary.

Maybe they forgot to announce
this or The Spectator forgot to re-
port it?

So much for clearing up the
“misunderstanding between the
East and the West.”

How about it, McMaster?
— Adam Roesch, Dunnville

Will McMaster have Christian chair in Sharjah?

Re: ‘OK, that's enough, time to
bring in the army’ (Letters, April
29) and ‘We stand together’ (Also
Letters, May 1)

Let’s not resort to calling one 
another racist. I agree the first
letter about bringing in the army
and telling native protesters to
get a job was a little hostile, but
that doesn’t make the letter
writer racist. Anger over what the
natives are trying to accomplish
doesn’t automatically have any-

thing to do with the colour of
their skin.

I interpreted the letter as trying
to say that the native protesters
are breaking the law through
their disruption, and that the
protesters could likely be doing
something more productive in
our society. There is no doubt
that something more needs to be
done about these unlawful
protests and the two-tier 
enforcement of the law.
— Robin Engel, Dundas

Letter was a little hostile, but it wasn’t racist

Editorials are written by members of the editorial board.  They represent 
the position of the newspaper, not necessarily the individual author. 

Re: ‘Grits should have pushed
for Khadr's return’ (April 28)

Former Liberal foreign affairs
minister Bill Graham states
the political climate at the
time of Omar Khadr’s cap-
ture made his case unpopular
in Ottawa.

He would be more honest
to say the Khadr case, after
9/11, was unpopular in
Washington, and we Canadi-
ans are well aware that noth-
ing is done by Canadian
politicians that might be
unpopular with the Wash-
ington masters.

It is ironic that a U.S. citi-
zen, Khadr’s lawyer, may fi-
nally inspire our politicians
to do the right thing.
— Harry Marshall, 
Mount Hope

Don’t pity Petro-Canada
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