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BY RACHEL DE LAZZER

From Riverdale to Keith, Hamil-
ton’s neighbourhoods are coming
into their own. 

“Neighbourhoods have always
had the capacity to move forward
in positive ways,” says David Der-
byshire, a community develop-
ment worker with Wesley Urban
Ministries. 

“I think what’s different now is
that some resources have been
dedicated to assist that process.”

Funds come from agencies such
as the United Way, the Hamilton
Future Fund and the Hamilton
Community Foundation.

In 2002, HCF funded its Grow-
ing Roots … Strengthening
Neighbourhoods program, aimed
at developing the ability of local
citizens and high-need neigh-
bourhoods to help themselves. 

Since its creation, more than 84
grants have gone into neighbour-
hoods to help local groups beauti-
fy streets, create employment
training for immigrant women,
set up after-school programs for
children and many other projects. 

The foundation made a com-
mitment in 2004 to give most of
its unrestricted funds to reducing
poverty as part of a four-year-
program. It was called Tackling
Poverty Together and doled out
more than $3.4 million to projects
across the city.

Derbyshire was with the HCF
then, co-ordinating the Growing
Roots program. He says the grants
helped, but it was the “sweat eq-
uity” of the residents that really
made things happen. 

Growing Roots helped bring 61
projects to life during the past five
years, from cleaning up a park lit-
tered with broken glass to hosting
a get-to-know-your neighbour
block party as a way to reduce
crime.

The block party is still talked
about in social planning circles
for its success. Started in 2003 by
a neighbourhood watch group

called the Martha Movers, it now
draws as many as 800 people in
the McQuesten neighbourhood,
which is bounded by Queenston
Road, the CN tracks, Parkdale
Avenue and the Red Hill Valley.
It’s an area with no library and a
heavy concentration of subsi-
dized housing.

The Martha Movers realized
crime thrives on anonymity, says
Derbyshire, adding “If you don’t
know who belongs in your neigh-
bourhood, you don’t know who
doesn’t.”

The year-old McQuesten Com-
munity Planning Team is made up
of residents, business owners and
social service agencies who meet
once a month.

New this year is the McQuesten
Crawl, a type of open house event
in May that exposes residents to
resources and programs that are

available in their neighbourhood
through various agencies.

The planning team is also mak-
ing plans to build a playground at
one of two subsidized apartment
complexes on Oriole Crescent.

Rev. Sue-Anne Ward of Christ’s
Church Cathedral works with the
McQuesten residents and says
they hope to have the playground
finished within the year. The
team also started a community
garden project last spring. 

“We’re trying to develop a whole
food organization like the Stop
Community Food Centre program
in Toronto where, instead of going
to a food bank and getting your
macaroni and your pasta sauce and
your peanut butter, you can actu-
ally grow your own food and so
you’re contributing.”

She says the project would also
incorporate a kitchen where peo-

ple could make meals together. 
Hamilton’s Riverdale neigh-

bourhood has also been making
headlines recently, but not the
kind that build property values.

In March 2007, police found $11
million worth of marijuana grow-
ops in three apartment buildings,
the biggest marijuana bust in
Hamilton history. 

The area, bordered by Centen-
nial Parkway, Barton Street and
Queenston and Grays roads, is
known for poor-quality housing
where residents battle leaks,
cockroaches and failing elevators.

But it’s not a fair reputation,
says Mahdavi Reddy, program co-
ordinator with the federally fund-
ed Tenant Outreach and Educa-
tion initiative.“It’s very good
people living in very bad living
conditions,” she says.
Continued on next page
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It’s a beautiful day in the neighbourhoods
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Fresh fruit, scrambled eggs and a blob or two of ketchup are a good way to start the school day. Jamesville break-

fast program volunteer Emma Portin dishes it out to St. Mary elementary school kids in the church hall at Christ’s

Church Cathedral, which runs the nutrition program with St. Mary staff and a host of volunteers.

Bay Area Leadership charts 
a new course from 
Leader to Leadership! 
Bay Area Leadership (BAL) participants; alumni 
and stakeholders are catalysts for positive 
change, innovation and inclusivity across 
the cities of Hamilton & Burlington.   BAL's 
programs are designed to offer opportunities 
for all individuals to enhance their community 
leadership potential, their understanding 
of community opportunities and the role of 
collective leadership. 

Over the past year, BAL volunteers and staff 
have researched and developed new curriculum 
and a new    philosophy that delivers on 
the ‘Process’ and the ‘Practice’ of community 
leadership. Today, Bay Area Leadership engages 
citizens through two program offerings.  

The ‘Process’ of community leadership is the 
focus of Bay Area Leadership’s Collective 
Leadership Program.  This six-course 
certificate is offered in partnership with Mohawk 
College.  Each course provides participants 
with opportunities to explore core competencies 
and methodologies required for transformative 
community leadership.  Registration for the 
winter course, Passion to Vision: The Realities 
of Community Leadership opens at Mohawk 
College on November 17th.

The ‘Practice” of community leadership is 
now modeled through Bay Area Leadership 
Experience In Action!  This enhanced, 
seven-month program provides participants 
with a  'hands- on" learning experience that 
includes opportunity to explore many of our   
community's possibilities, to think critically 
about transformative community leadership and 
how to engage others in changing community 
context.   

The dedication and the gifts of more than 
40 ad-hoc and committee volunteers sustain 
Bay Area Leadership including a generous 
community of financial and in-kind donors.  
As of January 2008; there are 174 alumni 
actively serving in the communities of Hamilton 
and Burlington.   For more information call 905-
523-8431 or visit www.bayarealeadership.ca.

Bay Area Leadership proudly 
congratulates our most recent graduates 

CLASS of 2007! 

Suliman Al-Nasih
Sudanese League of Hamilton  

Mark Covert
Formerly, City of Burlington   

Donna Sheppard
Teachers Credit Union

Bryan Shynal
City of Hamilton

Kim Smith
McMaster University

Greg Sullivan
Halton Regional Police Service

Ken Weatherill
Hamilton Police Service

Shawna MacLellan
YMCA

Jessica Maiorano
ArcelorMittal Dofasco

Wanda McKenna
McMaster University 

Madhavi Reddy
Hamilton Tenant Education

Diane Roussel
Scotiabank

Terry Hubbard
City of Burlington  

Trent Jarvis
Mohawk College   

Adele Kloet
Formerly, Wesley Urban Ministries  

Kathryn LeBlanc
Hamilton Health Sciences 

Pauline Kajiura
Settlement Integration Services Organization 

Cat Cayuga
Formerly, Hamilton Mountain Legal 

Grant Dale 
formerly, Hamilton Int'l Airport   

Huda Diab
Sudanese League of Hamilton   

Maureen Hall
Today’s Family   

Karen Bettesworth
Halton Regional Police Service  

Anna Bradford
City of Hamilton  

Glenn Bullock
Hamilton Police Service  

Arsim Aliu
Settlement Integration Services Organization  

Adil Abdellatief
Sudanese League of Hamilton 

A United 
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organizationA program by
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Teresa Bendo, 
City of Hamilton

Amy Chen, 
Hamilton International Airport 

Judith Chopra, 
Independent 

Sabaah Choudhary, 
Settlement Integration Services 

Organization 

Kelly Darling, 
Teachers Credit Union 

Souhaila Dihaini, 
Settlement Integration Services 

Organization 

Sandra Edrupt, 
ArcelorMittal Dofasco 

Brenda Ferguson, 
Today's Family 

Wendy Makey, 
Mohawk College 

Angela Morgan, 
City of Burlington 

April Morganti, 
Hamilton Wentworth District 

School Board

Charlotte O'Hara-Griffin, 
City of Burlington 

Anna Paonessa, 
Scotiabank 

Charmaine Routery, 
Settlement Integration Services 

Organization 

Maggie Schoen, 
Hamilton Police Service

Bay Area Leadership is pleased to welcome participants to CLASS of 2008!
Congratulations on a successful October Opening Retreat!
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A little more than a year ago,
residents, mostly from an apart-
ment building on Violet Drive,
met to address building concerns.
Although they had multiple 
issues, they focused on 10 and
took them to the Landlord and
Tenant Board.

News of the group spread
quickly — the day after its first
meeting, members saw paint cans
in the hallway.

Reddy says she can’t disclose
details because of a confidentiality
agreement, but there was a group
application to the board and “the
result was favourable.” 

Hallways and elevators saw
fresh paint. New doors and 
windows appeared in some units.
Air vents were fixed.

Reddy says much remains to be
done but, before this, tenants saw
their landlords as larger than life
and believed they controlled the
police and even the tenant board. 

“There is a positive feeling in
the neighbourhood about the
ability to change things,” says
Reddy. “That’s huge for the
neighbourhood. People are really
sort of feeling like, hey, we can 
really do something.” 

Residents from that group are
now meeting to expand the
group’s focus, with plans for
neighbourhood music festivals
and an artists’ market.

There’s been celebration about
the conversion of the old Robert
Land School on Wentworth Street
near Burlington Street, in the
middle of the Keith neighbour-
hood, one of Hamilton’s poorest.
The school, which closed in 2004,
became the Eva Rothwell Re-
source Centre in 2007, providing
a 48,000-square-foot community
centre for residents.

The 1914 building now func-
tions as a meeting place, a tutoring
and mentoring facility, a free
store for furniture and clothes, a
recreation centre, a community
police office, a career centre and
more.

A school with space to spare in
the North End has also led to the
creation of the Jamesville Com-
munity Centre. It operates in a

space in St. Mary Elementary
School on MacNab Street North
and runs a homework club, floor
hockey for youth, an Internet
cafe, a seniors’ program and
more, all free.

The Jamesville Breakfast Club
was also born in the past couple of
years. It’s a five-times-a-week
meal for kids at Christ’s Church
Cathedral.  

Jerry Crapsi, principal of 
St. Mary’s, brought it about with
help from Ward in 2006 when he
saw a need to feed his students.

Ward also points to the Makers’
Market at Christ’s Church, which
alternates Saturdays with the In-
ternational Village BIA site.

“People are coming downtown
on a Saturday and instead of see-
ing what they might have seen a
couple of years ago, they’re seeing
a lot of excitement,” she says. “It’s
colourful, there’s food, there are
people selling things, there’s a
sense of community … It’s very
encouraging.”

Immigrants are an important
part of the neighbourhood, Ward
said, adding she has been amazed
by their willingness to get in-

volved in their community.
On the Mountain, the Conces-

sion Street neighbourhood is 
celebrating the success of a 
blossoming farmers’ market that
started in July in the parking lot of
Sacred Heart Church. In seven
weeks, it has grown from two
vendors to seven — with a waiting
list. 

“Far beyond our wildest
dreams,” says Paul Wharton,
Concession Street BIA chair and
the one who got it going. 

South Sherman, defined by
Sherman Avenue North and
South to Wentworth North and
South, and from the base of the
escarpment to the Cannon Street,
is another Hamilton neighbour-
hood with an emerging commu-
nity hub. (A hub brings organiza-
tions, businesses and citizens in a
community together.) 

Regular planning meetings have
been taking place since early
summer, says Pam Hewitson,
president of the South Sherman
Health Cabinet and a volunteer
with the hub.  

The health cabinet was formed
to recruit a registered nurse for the

community to deliver health edu-
cation, work with seniors, women
involved with the Elizabeth Fry
Society and four women’s shelters
and others. A major fundraising
event for the project is coming up
in late November.

Hewitson says the hub is already
operating various programs in-
cluding monthly community 
suppers. They are open to anyone
in the community, but most of
those who attend are from Micah
House, a home for new refugees. 

The hub has partnered with the
Hamilton Steeltown Symphony,
which plans to play four to five
times a year in St. Giles United
Church. Its first performance was
last winter. 

Hewitson says area churches,
especially St. Giles, have had a
hand in the revitalization of the
neighbourhood. 

In June, HCF unveiled a second
round of funding to keep such
projects going, called Tackling
Poverty Together II: Building
Strong Communities. It an-
nounced $1.1 million in grants to
tackle poverty in the city as part 
of a $5-million, five-year 
commitment. 

As part of that funding, this year
14 grants will be given to initia-
tives by six neighbourhood hubs. 

Ward says she is seeing more of 
a willingness to get out and meet
people. She says people have been
somewhat isolated in Hamilton
where she believes poverty, which
may attract violence, may have
contributed to that isolation.

“As a priest on staff at Christ’s
Church Cathedral, I can tell you
that when we hold events in the
evening, a lot of times people
don’t come and the reason they
give me is that it is not safe to go
into that part of town at night.

“Well, I’m not hearing that as
much anymore. There is an 
increased level of safety and so
people are coming out.”

She thinks it’s a combination 
of less crime and people knowing
their neighbourhood better and
therefore feeling safer in it.

rdelazzer@thespec.com
905-526-3404
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Jenna Kaulback, 8, seems to be seriously enjoying her morning repast at

the Jamesville breakfast club in the North End.
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Picture yourself this holiday season 
in a high-end, home furnishings 
boutique in New York. The 

showroom is decorated with festive 
decorations, seamlessly blended in with 
quality furnishings. Display after display 
showcases the myriad number of ways 
to decorate your home for the holidays.

As you gaze at the beautiful 
surroundings you wish that you could 
fi nd a way to transport these ideas 
home. To your surprise, you’re not 
in New York but at Booth Furniture 
and Interiors in historic Dundas and 
you’re being treated to Booth’s annual 
Christmas Open House, where literally 
thousands of Christmas decorations 
and seasonal pieces are revealed in 
amazing displays throughout the store.

For those who have never ever 
experienced Booth’s famous Christmas 
Open House, you’re in for a real 
treat. This year Booth is celebrating 
their 50th anniversary and to mark 
this historic occasion, the Booths 
are inviting you to celebrate their 
anniversary and the kick-off to their 
Christmas extravaganza on Saturday, 
November 8 from  9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
and Sunday, November 9 from 11 a.m. 
to 4:30 p.m.

“There’s nothing like it in Ontario,” 
says store owner Warren Booth, of 
the Christmas display that began with 

his dad in 1958. “People from all 
over the area, including our fabulous 
neighbours in Dundas, come to see 
this huge event. Everyone loves it”

But don’t wait for the holidays to 
discover just how fabulous Booth’s is. 
In fact, one customer has described 
this historic home decor store as 
“furniture therapy” every day of the 
year. Just imagine – a ‘therapist’s offi ce’ 
consisting of two fl oors and 11,000 
sq. ft. of dazzling showroom fi lled with 
unique furnishings, wall covering, and 
accessories in various vignette settings, 
all designed to create a feeling that each 
piece will look wonderful in your home. 
That’s Booth Furniture and Interiors.

Booth’s is also a full service interior 
design store, offering custom drapery 
and window coverings as well as a 
re-upholstery service. There is a large 
display of fabrics on hand in the store.

Booth’s not only provides you with 
a myriad of choices for furnishings 
and accessories for all your rooms, 
but also inspires ideas and new ways 
to personalize your own space. At 
Booth, customers are encouraged to 
sit and talk with staff, all of whom are 
qualifi ed interior designers like Barb 
Smye and Lisa Frid.

Booth Furniture and Interiors began 
in 1958 when family patriarch, Walter 
Booth, opened a store that provided 

the growing Pleasant Valley community 
with furnishings, appliances and decor 
accessories. Warren and sister Barb, 
along with a highly talented staff, 
continue the store’s tradition of quality 
furnishings combined with exceptional 
design sensibilities.

As styles, trends and fads come and 
go, the Booths’ integral sense of style, 
quality and longevity in the pieces they 
purchase to display in the store has 
guaranteed the store’s ongoing success. 
Pieces on display come from Montreal, 
North Carolina and the West Coast.

“We are a destination store,” says 
Warren. “People are inspired when 
they visit.” 

“We provide an alternative shopping 
experience,” adds Warren. “This isn’t 
about volume discounts on similar 
pieces, or searching through an 
airplane hanger- size showroom 
looking for that one piece you had in 
mind. Booth’s is about enjoying the 
experience. It’s about fi nding that truly 
unique piece that you haven’t seen 
anywhere else. Only an independent 

operation, one that doesn’t have to fi ll 
a chain of stores, can seek out those 
types of furnishings and accessories.”

While all of the merchandise at 
Booths is of the utmost quality and the 
year-round custom displays exhibit the 
amazing eye for interior design that 
the staff have, customers are always 
pleasantly surprised at how affordable 
it is to decorate their home with pieces 
found at this unique store.

“We are perceived as a high-end 
store because of the presentation,” 
says Warren. “I believe a store should 
change its settings often and switch 
things around to keep it fresh. We are 
here to inspire your creativity.”

Inspiration and creativity go hand in 
hand at the Christmas Open House so 
be sure to mark November 8 and 9 on 
your calendars and come celebrate 50 
years of fi ne furnishings and amazing 
seasonal decor items.

For more information, visit Booth’s at 
49 King Street West in Dundas, or call 
the store at 905-628-2821.

Booth Furniture and Interiors – 
50 years of creativity and inspiration for your home

Left to Right: Dolly Kelly, Dallas Cleary, Lisa Frid, Barbara Smye, Warren Booth

49 King Street West, Dundas
(905) 628-2821 www.boothfurnitureandinteriors.com

R
00

12
44

73
8


