Evergreen at the Brick Works
A cultural centre for experiencing how nature makes our cities more livable
Evergreen is a national environmental organization working to bring nature to our cities through its urban greening projects. The innovative "Evergreen at the Brick Works" is one such project, at a scale unparalleled in Canada. 
Located at the Don Valley Brick Works, an industrial heritage property in the heart of Toronto, Evergreen at the Brick Works will be built on the foundations of nature, culture and community and it will act as the gateway to Toronto's unique trail and ravine system. Showcasing the best in green design technologies and community programming, Evergreen at the Brick Works will serve a 'triple bottom line', providing a social, environmental and economic rate of return and it will be a year-round destination for experiential learning, collaboration, for fun and celebration.

To realize this project, Evergreen will work with a core group of well-established program partners including: Outward Bound Canada; YMCA of Toronto; Jamie Kennedy Kitchens; the Gardiner Museum of Ceramic Arts; Bridge Point Health; the University of Toronto's Health Knowledge Lab; the Toronto District School Board; and Moorelands Community Services.
Among the community of NGO partners, a unique blend of synergistic anchor programs, attractions and activities will be offered including: Evergreen Gardens, a large-scale native plant nursery and demonstration garden centre; a Discovery Centre featuring a Children's Empowerment and Experiential Learning Centre and series of interpretive and interactive events, Jamie Kennedy restaurant and café; a market pavilion with an organic farmer's market; the Centre for Innovation, 50,000 sq. ft. of program and office space for non-profit organizations and socially responsive businesses; and event and conference space for community and private functions. Evergreen at the Brick Works will also provide at-risk youth job training, ceramics classes, summer camps, gardening programs, a live garden and cooking studio, leadership training, ropes courses and climbing walls. A dynamic calendar of events will be created that helps to animate activities on-site and ensure steady and repeat visitor traffic to the site.
To develop this Brick Works site, Evergreen has secured a Memorandum of Understanding with the City of Toronto. Evergreen has also raised approximately $5 million towards an ultimate campaign goal of $40 million. 
In establishing itself as an environmentally and financially sustainable facility, Evergreen at the Brick Works will bring value not only to the City of Toronto, but also to surrounding communities, like ours. This project uniquely showcases many important social and environmental values and concepts to communities, organizations and businesses - promoting the importance of collaboration, green technologies, sustainable cities, healthier urban living lifestyles, building community, and demonstrating the critical role that nature plays in making our cities more livable.
This is a unique project that has captured peoples' imaginations as a model of what sustainable cities of the 21st century can accomplish. It is a source of inspiration and information for our community and our leaders - teaching us how to make changes at home, at our schools and in public places that will make our city more environmentally friendly and livable.
Learn more about Evergreen at the Brick Works by visiting Evergreen's website at http://www.evergreen.ca
This project received a grant from Hamilton Community Foundation's Young Fund during its concept development stage.
