Hamilton Naturalists' Club in Partnership with Environment Hamilton
Making trees count in Hamilton 
"We have a passion for trees in Hamilton, but we can't take them for granted," says Don McLean of Environment Hamilton. "If we get too reliant on one or two species in a neighbourhood, like the Norway maples of the Kirkendall area, an infestation could virtually wipe out a neighbourhood's tree canopy."
Partnering with the Hamilton Naturalists' Club, Environment Hamilton is being funded by HCF's Protecting Our Environment Together (POET) initiative to run the "Trees Count" program in the Kirkendall and Strathcona neighbourhoods, as a pilot, that will later be rolled out to other neighbourhoods. It's an awareness and advocacy program aimed at both protecting and enhancing what Don calls the "urban forest."
Community volunteers conduct a tree inventory, using a set of criteria to identify whether a tree is healthy, endangered, damaged or in conflict with other elements of its environment - be it other trees, a concrete sidewalk, buildings or hydro wires. Don McLean says it was gratifying to see how people of all ages - from children to seniors - and from all walks of life enthusiastically volunteered to help count and identify trees. "One man was a recent immigrant who asked if he could help us as his first volunteer effort in Canada," he recalls.
The volunteers also identify potential "heritage" specimens - large, native species trees. The University of Toronto analyzes the data and produces a report. That's phase one, and it has already taken place in Kirkendall and Strathcona. 
The second part of the program (the part funded by HCF) is the public dissemination of the report. The result of the tree inventory is announced publicly, and a committee formed to make recommendations to the city about what trees are vulnerable and why. "The city needs to have a strategic plan for its urban forest," Don says. "Our trees are part of Hamilton's infrastructure and must be maintained as such. 
"The goal of the Trees Count program is to collect information about trees, but also to strengthen neighbourhoods by engaging people in the enhancement and protection of their urban forest."  
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