 'Martha Movers' make their street a safer place
By Dana Borcea

The Hamilton Spectator (Sep 29, 2005) 

Street gangs, vandalism and petty crime could have scared them into staying home with their doors locked, blinds drawn and backs up.

Instead, a group of residents in Hamilton's east-end McQuesten neighbourhood decided to reclaim their streets by throwing a party.

They call themselves 'Martha Movers' -- since many live on Martha Street -- and think that bringing people together does more than make a community friendlier.
They insist it makes it safer.

"We wanted to get to know our neighbours," said one of Martha Movers' founding members, Isabel Newstead, an area resident of more than 40 years. "We figured that if we started to recognize each others' faces things could be better."

Three years ago, the group held its first block party. Around 300 residents showed up. This year, the annual event brought together 700 residents.

Spurred by the success of the party, Martha Movers went on to organize an after-school program at St. Helen Catholic School for seven to 11-year-olds. The program not only provides activities for area youngsters with nowhere else to go, but gives at-risk teens who help run the program leadership and mentoring skills.

Martha Movers, along with 18 other community projects, will be recognized for their achievements at a ceremony at Roxborough Park School at 5 p.m. today.

The initiatives honoured are part of a neighbourhood program funded by Hamilton Community Foundation. Through grants, the foundation is helping lower-income communities in Beasley, Landsdale and McQuesten to help themselves through self-directed projects. Among them are street and park beautification initiatives, meal programs and multicultural clubs.

Program co-ordinator David Derbyshire said the projects help integrate residents while deterring criminals. East-end Sergeant Glenn Smith has seen improvements since the launch of the foundation's program.

For more information on Growing Roots, Strengthening Neighbourhoods, visit the Special Projects section at www.hcf.on.ca.
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