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Please follow these simple steps to submit your application to the Hamilton Community Foundation’s Protecting Our Environment Together (POET) Youth Grants Program:

1. Review the POET Youth grant priorities and eligibility criteria to ensure that your project /activity fits with our granting policy. (POET Youth Grant priorities and eligibility criteria are outlined below).

2. Visit the Hamilton Area Eco-Network at www.hamiltoneconet.ca for contact information on Hamilton’s environmental organizations and resources. Contacts with local environmental organizations are helpful in planning your project/activity.

3. Complete the application form included with this package and submit by mail or fax to the Hamilton Community Foundation’s Youth Advisory Council. Deadline for submission of applications is November 26, 2010. 

Note: all information in this package, including the application form, can be viewed/ downloaded from the Foundation’s website: www.hcf.on.ca/word/poet_youthapplication_2010.doc 

What happens after you submit your application:

1. Hamilton Community Foundation’s Youth Advisory Council (YAC) will be reviewing all applications, using assessment criteria based on the POET Youth Grant priorities and eligibility criteria. The Foundation’s staff will assist YAC members in the review of applications.

2. Based on the review, grants of up to $700. per project will be recommended to the Hamilton Community Foundation’s Board of Directors for approval. 

3. High school principals will be advised of the grant awards in early February, 2011.

POET Youth Grants 

Hamilton Community Foundation made an initial three-year commitment to the POET Youth Program with grants to be awarded annually beginning in 2004 and continuing to 2007.  The program was extended to 2010. Further details can be found on the Foundation’s website: www.hcf.on.ca.

POET Youth Grant Priorities 

· To assist Hamilton youth in increasing their understanding of environmental issues and supporting their participation in environmental activities and solutions.

· To address one or more of the following environmental issues:

· restoration and/or conservation of natural areas

· water quality

· air quality

· energy conservation

· waste management

· reduction in ”ecological footprint”

Eligibility Criteria

To receive a POET Youth Grant, the project or activity must meet the following criteria developed and approved by the Foundation’s Youth Advisory Council:

1. Be a youth-led project or activity.

Youth must be directly involved in the planning and implementation of the project/activity.

2. Be a group project or activity.

The project/activity must involve more than one individual.  A minimum group of at least five youth should be involved in planning the project/activity.

3. Respect equal opportunity.

Projects and activities must be inclusive and respect diversity.

4. Be dedicated to community commitment.
The project or activity must address an environment issue(s) with a focus on youth involvement.

5. Have accountability.
Groups applying must be associated with a Hamilton high school, demonstrate a realistic plan, and identify outcomes.  Applicants will need to report any alteration of their project plans after submission of the application. Applications must be approved and signed by the high school principal. Applicants should be prepared for a site visit from a Foundation representative.
6. Show a promotion of values.
The project must be consistent with the Youth Advisory Council’s dedication to youth empowerment, promotion of youth leadership, and the strengthening of youth involvement in the community.
7. Be aware of charitable status.

Organizations receiving grants from the Hamilton Community Foundation must have registered charitable status.  For publicly funded high schools, charitable status is through the affiliation with their respective school boards; private schools will need to provide their charitable numbers.
Inquiries and Information

Linda Hughes, Adult Advisor, Youth Advisory Council

Hamilton Community Foundation

t  905 523 3600 x264,  f  905 523 0741

l.hughes@hcf.on.ca
Protecting Our Environment Together (POET) Youth Grants Program
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