Spirit of the Season Brings Neighbours Together
Hamilton Community Foundation had intended to make a grant that would help give some seniors a happy Christmas, with an assisted trip to the mall for shopping and a tree-lighting ceremony at a downtown park.
But in the end, the spirit of the season brought a community together and made financial support from HCF unnecessary. 
"We acted as a catalyst to get it going, but then the community just took it over and covered all the costs," says David Derbyshire, coordinator of HCF's Growing Roots...Strengthening Neighbourhoods Program. 
"A Day at the Mall and The Evening in the Park" began three years ago as a way to encourage socializing among seniors living downtown. It was the brainchild of a First Place resident, who approached HCF for funding. 
Event planners June Cunningham, Isabelle Vaillancourt, Isabel Scozzaro, Bonnie Llewellyn and Stella Woock discovered the mall and their neighbourhood businesses were happy to supply such things as goody bags and discounts, draw prizes and even the buses used to get seniors to the mall. Some First Place residents supplied the hot cider. "The Evening in the Park" included a visit from Santa, refreshments, and music from the Royal Hamilton Light Infantry band. 
"It's a fun event that gets people talking to their neighbours. The momentum just keeps building, and I've heard that planning is already underway for the 2005 event," David says. "We'll continue to stay involved and provide whatever support is necessary."
